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MINUTES OF MORCOTT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

held on Wednesday 15th July 2020 

Following Governments guidelines during the Covid-19 pandemic the meeting was 

conducted via ZOOM (being an approved medium for virtual meetings).  

21/20  Attendance Register: Cllr’s Johnson (chair), Philips & Traylen. 

Two members of the public 

22/20  Apologise for absence: All present. (Ward Member Cllr E. Baines sent his apology) 

23/20  Declarations of interests and requests for dispensation: Cllr Johnson declared a non-

pecuniary interest in agenda item 8 being a director/chair of Fight 4 Rutland Ltd, a 

Company limited by guarantee (and where the adopted Articles do not permit directors 

or members to be compensated for expenses). 

24/20  Clerk and councillor reports: Road patching, The Cockpit and Wing Road are due on 

6th August 2020.    

25/20  Democratic 10 minutes: No one requested to speak. 

26/20  To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 

13th May 2020: Proposed by Cllr Traylen, seconded by Cllr Philips that the minutes are 

a true record of the meeting. Unanimously agreed. 

27/20  Update -The White Horse Inn proposed development: Cllr Phillips reported that 

Burghley Estates advised of no progress to date. 

28/20 To consider the following re St, Georges Barracks development: 

a. Fight 4 Rutland Campaign: 

Establishment & Organisation:  

Cllr Johnson advised members that Fight 4 Rutland Ltd is now a registered company. 

There are Five members, Andrew as chair. A bank account is to be set up. A financial 

budget has been put together. A website is up and running. Legal advice is being 

commissioned and, should QC advice be sought, substantial monies will be required. 

Activities of the group include: Co-ordination, Website, Marketing, Consultation 

Response Group. 

b. Consultation on Statement of Community Involvement: 

Resolution: Proposed by Cllr Giles, seconded by Cllr Traylen to send the letter as 

prepared by a member of the Fight 4 Rutland Response Group in response to the current 

RCC Consultation on the Statement Of Community Involvement (“SCI”) Additional 

wording specific to Morcott Parish Council will be added. Unanimously agreed. 

Cllr Johnson was empowered to complete the additional wording & online consultation 

and send to members by e-mail for final approval. 
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c. Revised Local Plan: 

 Members agreed that a village poll should take place to establish residents’ opinion on 

the St. Georges Barracks development proposals. A questionnaire will be sent to every 

household in August, prior to the Regulation 19 consultation, in order that the Parish 

Council can be guided on village opinion on the matter.  

d. Timing of next Consultation: 

 The RCC Regulation 19 Consultation on the revised Local Plan (now including the St 

Georges Barracks proposals in full) is expected to end in September 2020. The Council 

plans to submit a response to this Consultation on the revised Local Plan and will urge 

as many residents of Morcott as possible to submit a response as well. 

 e. Fund Raising & Means for the Fight 4 Rutland Campaign: 

Resolution: MPC to donate £1000 to the Fight 4 Rutland Campaign: Proposed by Cllr 

Traylen, seconded by Cllr Johnson, that £1,000 of council’s reserves be pledged to 

Fight 4 Rutland Ltd. Unanimously agreed.  

To be noted: RCC Governance concerns: 

Members expressed serious concern that, during the recent Rutland County Council 

Annual meeting, significant changes were made by the leadership to ensure that all 

committees (including Scrutiny Committees) are dominated by members from the 

Conservative Party. Due democratic process to ensure that all committees contained a 

balanced membership did not seem to be applied. This has significant implications for 

Governance within RCC. The Council and committee structure are now dominated and 

led by one party. 

29/20  Risk Assessment – additions and alterations: The risk assessment has been updated 

to include internet banking and a council debit card. Tree inspections need to be added. 

Cllr Giles together with the clerk will carry out an initial inspection of trees on Morcott 

owned land. 

30/20  Financial Regulations - addition of internet banking and debit card: Proposal as 

circulated adopted. The current Financial Regulations now include bacs payments etc.  

31/20  Street Scene:  

Kerbstones: the clerk to arrange an initial meeting with an officer from Rutland County 

Council to discuss relocating original kerbstones to prominent areas. The removed brick 

kerbstones to be replaced with concrete ones. following laying concrete kerbstones. Cllr 

Giles will draft a letter to local parishes who have red brick kerbstones to suggest a 

solution to facilitate the replacement of broken brick kerbstones. 

 Speeding: Although council are eager to ask Rutland County Council to set up a speed 

monitoring system in the village, it was agreed that the timing with the current situation 

would not give a sound knowledge. This to be reviewed at the next meeting. 

There is still a problem with Biffa lorries breaking the 7 tonne and 20 mph limits by 

routing through the High Street in the early hours of the morning. The clerk was  



            342 

requested to write to Anglian Water explaining the problem, copying the letter to the 

local police. 

b. Cemetery Wall:  The clerk has received various excuses from Rutland County some 

of which were questionable. The clerk will continue to pursue the wall repair until a 

satisfactory result is achieved. 

c. Weed killing, pavements; There are many areas in the village, the worst being on 

the High Street opposite Fydell Row, where weeds are growing on the pavement. The 

clerk was requested to ask RCC highways to carry out suitable weed control. The clerk 

as also requested to obtain a quotation for carrying out weed control independently. 

32/20  Church Clock repair: The pre-application for funding from the War Memorial Trust 

has been accepted and a second quotation has been received.  The clerk has been in 

touch with Peterborough Diocese following advice that they have an independent 

inspector who can advise MPC further. The clerk did contact another company for a  

quotation but due to some of their staff being furloughed they are not able to inspect 

the clock. The clerk will complete the application to the War Memorial Trust. 

33/20  Accounts to date: Received and agreed by members. 

34/20  Planning Applications received in time for the meeting: None received. It was noted 

that the Country Lounge had changed the name and was advertising rooms. The clerk 

was requested to check if planning consent had been given for rooms. 

35/20  Correspondence: Cllr Traylen had received a letter from a Morcott resident enclosing 

a copy letter which has been sent to RCC. The contents expressed concern over the 

churning up of the bank at the side of Wing Road by large vehicles due to parked cars 

on the opposite side of the road outside Tyler’s Row.  The letter will be passed onto the 

clerk who will acknowledge receipt and suggest a letter be sent to the Gilson’s Trust 

suggesting they consider providing a parking area for residents of Tyler’s Row. 

36/20  Response to questions put during the Democratic 10 minutes: No questions 

received, 

37/20 Date of next meeting: 16th September 2020 

 

Meeting closed at 20.57 pm. 


