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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

held on Wednesday 15th May 2019 

 

 

Prior to the meeting, the intention was to thank Neil Harding and present him with a 

token of appreciation for his commitment to the village as councillor from 1991 to 2018. 

Unfortunately, he was unable to attend due to a family commitment. A presentation will 

now take place at a future date. 

 

In attendance: Cllr Johnson, Giles & Traylen. Ward Member Cllr Baines and 6 members 

of the public. 

 

09/19 Election of Council Chair for the forthcoming year: Cllr Johnson was nominated by 

Cllr Traylen, seconded by Cllr Giles. Cllr Johnson agreed to accept the nomination and 

was duly elected as chair for the forthcoming year. 

 

10/19 To receive the Declaration of acceptance of office of Chair: Signed by Cllr Johnson   

and countersigned by the Clerk. 

 

11/19 To receive Member’s Register, Acceptance of office and code of conduct; 

Acceptance of Office and Code of Conduct, received from Cllr’s Johnson, Giles & 

Traylen. Register of Interests received from Cllr Giles. Other Registers to be completed 

within the next few days. All will be posted on Council’s website. 

 

12/19  Apologies for absence: All present 

 

013/19 Declarations of interests and requests for dispensation: None received 

 

14/19 Election of Deputy Chair for the forthcoming year: Cllr Traylen was nominated for 

Deputy Chair by Cllr Johnson, seconded by Cllr Giles. Cllr Traylen agreed and was duly 

elected for the forthcoming year. 

 

15/19 To elect members for the following responsibilities: 

 

a) Planning applications: Cllr Traylen 

 

b) Tree Warden: Cllr Giles 

 

c) Development planning and strategy: Cllr Johnson 

 

d) Street Scene: Cllr Giles 

 

15/19 Democratic 10 minutes: 

 

A question was asked as to why there are only three elected members on Morcott Parish 

Council?  
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Response: 

Regardless of publicity for the recent elections and the need for people to stand, only 

three Morcott residents stood for election to the council. As there are seven places 

available on Morcott Parish Council and only three persons standing, the election was 

uncontested.  

Cllr Baines advised that this was a county wide problem in Rutland and only four local 

parish councils had sufficient candidates to hold an election. Local councillors have a 

difficult job as they are at the forefront of Village complaints and have limited powers.  

 

      A question about the condition of verges, pavements and gullies was asked. 

     Response: 

        An ongoing problem, RCC highways will be contacted. 

 

      

16/19 To approve the accounts for the year ended 31.03.2019 and complete the 

Governance document: The accounts for the year ended 31.03.2019 had been passed 

by the Internal Auditor. Unanimously approved by members and signed by council’s 

chair. All items on the Governance documents were given a positive response and duly 

signed by Council’s chair and the clerk. 

 

 

17/19 To approve the dates of council meetings:  
 

 These were nominated as follows: WEDNESDAY 17TH JULY 2019; 

WEDNESDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 2019; WEDNESDAY 18TH 

DECEMBER 2019; WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH 2020. 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING & ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING 2020: WEDNESDAY 13TH MAY 2020.Agreed by members 

subject to there being a quorum available. 

18/19  To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th 

March 2019: Members agreed the minutes were a true record of the meeting. 

 

19/19 White Horse Inn proposed development – update: The content of the letter received 

from Burghley Estates a copy of which had been posted on Council’s website and on 

the notice board in the bus shelter was discussed. Members agreed that Cllr Giles, 

through the clerk, contacts Burghley Estates to investigate their next step and represents 

council in subsequent meetings. 

  

20/19 Clerk's Report and actions since the last meeting: 

 

Closed cemetery: As the cemetery is consecrated land, Rutland County Council are in 

negotiations with Peterborough Diocese for a faculty to enable them to commence work. 

 

21/19 Councillors Training: No action currently, to be advised by Cllr. Giles. 
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22/19 Review of the following documents: 

 

a) Standing orders 

b) Financial Regulations 

c) Risk Assessment 

d) Data Protection 

The above documents were reviewed and are up to date. Should there be any necessary 

changes during the year, they will be put before council. 

 

23/19 Update St. Georges Barracks: Cllr Johnson had attended many meetings during the 

past year, many of which included Sir Alan Duncan and a representative for the MOD. 

CPRE are considering forming an action group to oppose the plans. 

Being a new council, it was necessary to extend executive powers to Cllr Johnson 

to represent council at forthcoming meetings. Proposed by Cllr Traylen, seconded 

by Cllr Giles, that Cllr Johnson represents council at St. Georges Barrack meetings. 

Should he be unable to attend, a councillor to be nominated to attend in his place. 

Agreed. 

 

24/19 To consider updating the clerk’s salary in-line with pay awards April 2019: 

Proposed by Cllr Traylen, seconded by Cllr Giles, that the clerk receives the pay award 

as set out in the SPC scale, £2134.00 per year. Unanimously agreed. 

 

25/19 Accounts to date: It was noted that council’s insurance renewal notice had been 

received a copy having been sent out to members. There being no changes to the three-

year contract payment was approved.  Following the resignation of Neil Harding, the 

cheque signatories need to be changed. It was agreed that Cllr Traylen be added to the 

bank mandate. Accounts as presented were approved. 

 

26/19 Planning Applications received in time for the meeting: None received. 

 

27/19 To consider co-option of four councillors: Following the disappointing election, 

members agreed to advertise for new members in the Parish News and websites.   

 

28/19  Correspondence: None 

  

29/19 Response to questions put during the Democratic 10 minutes: Responded under 

item 08/19. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.50 pm.  

 


